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Chapter 2: The Reading Process 
1.  Who practices the best active reading strategies? 

a. Rhea skims the reading and highlights the first sentence of every paragraph. She takes notes 
over the reading during class discussions. Usually she can understand what she reads without 
looking up the few words she doesn’t know. 

b. Austin likes to read the assignment right before class, so it will be fresh in his mind. He can 
usually find the thesis in the introduction and underlines it. If there’s time, he’ll look up 
words he doesn’t know. 

c. Leslie skims the reading first and then reads it more carefully a second time, highlighting the 
sentences that are major supports of the thesis. She looks up words she doesn’t know and 
marks passages that are unclear, so she can ask about them in class. 

d. Geoff reads the assignment once, but he takes his time and highlights what he thinks are 
important points. He knows the instructor will talk about the thesis and audience in class, so 
he’ll add that to his notes later. He circles words he doesn’t know to look up when he has 
time. 

 
2.  Why is it important to determine the thesis of what you are reading? 

a. The thesis presents the main point a writer wants to make about a subject and controls the 
action in a piece of writing. 

b. Always in the introduction, the thesis is a quick summary of the writing. 
c. It presents the writer’s major reasons and supporting details. 
d. The thesis lets the reader know the audience and context for a piece of writing. 
 
3.  A composition teacher assigns an article in which the author argues for strict laws to prevent 

drivers from using a hand-held cell phone while driving. Which of the following readers 
approaches this article as a believer? 

a. Lenn thinks the author is too old to be fair about the situation because older drivers have 
more trouble using a cell phone while driving. 

b. Robyn thinks the author should have used more relevant examples to make the article more 
interesting. 

c. Alex wonders if there are statistics to back up the author’s argument that using a cell phone 
while driving has led to more automobile accidents because none are given in the article. 

d. Nermina recalls one of her friends was in an accident because he was texting while driving 
and thinks the author of the article cites compelling research on the dangers of multi-tasking. 

 



4	  

Copyright © 2016 Pearson Education, Inc. 

	  

4.  A teacher of a medical ethics class has assigned an article in which the authors argue that 
organ donors or their families should be paid for donated organs as a way to increase the 
availability of organs for transplant. Which of the following readers approach this article as a 
doubter? 

a. Veronica has an uncle who is on a transplant list waiting for a kidney and understands that 
there is a shortage of organ donors. 

b. Austin thinks the examples the authors use make a compelling case for doing more to 
increase organ donation. 

c. Desiree recalls reading that the World Health Organization is against paid organ donation 
because it victimizes the poor and vulnerable. 

d. Cassidy believes the author describes the problem in a way that interests even those readers 
who have no medical background or interest in organ transplants. 

 
4.  How can using the IDEAS template help you as a reader? 

a. It can help you read faster. 
b. It can help you understand confusing words and explanations. 
c. It can help you break down and analyze a writer’s work. 
d. It can help you improve your sentence skills. 
 
5.  How does a summary differ from a paraphrase? 

a. A summary may contain some quoted words and phrases. 
b. A summary must be documented. 
c. A summary should contain only the ideas and opinions found in the original work being 

summarized. 
d. A summary should contain only main ideas, typically reducing the original work by 50 

percent. 
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Read and analyze the following paraphrases of the passage below from Chapter 1 of your 
textbook and determine if the paraphrases are plagiarized, too general, inaccurate, or acceptable.  

  “Critical thinkers avoid bias and prejudice. Just as they evaluate outside evidence for 
relevancy and accuracy, critical thinkers question their own views and recognize their own 
potential for errors in judgment. While they understand the cliché “everyone has a right to an 
opinion,” critical thinkers know that all opinions are not equally valid. Some opinions are 
poorly formulated, weakly supported, or totally off base. Informed opinions are supported by 
ideas, facts, details, examples, and experiences. Thinking critically—the third principle in 
our college student’s code of behavior—is thinking that leads to an informed opinion.” 

Taken from Taylor and Copeland, IDEAS and Aims, page 7  

6.  Critical thinkers always test their own and others’ opinions for accuracy, relevancy, and 
strong support. They do this because they themselves may be impartial and others may have 
faulty opinions as well. This careful assessment gives critical thinkers their informed 
opinions (Taylor and Copeland 7) 

a. plagiarized 
b. too general 
c. inaccurate 
d. acceptable 
 
7.  Critical thinkers try to stay impartial by carefully looking at outside sources and even 

evaluating their own opinions in order to detect errors in judgment. No one has a right to an 
opinion that is not based on facts and other strong evidence. Critical thinkers always have the 
best opinions because they are supported with sufficient, accurate, and relevant evidence 
(Taylor and Copeland 7).   

a. plagiarized 
b. too general 
c. inaccurate 
d. acceptable 
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8.  Critical thinkers avoid prejudice by evaluating outside evidence for accuracy and relevancy 
and questioning their own views for errors in judgment. They understand that others have 
opinions, but critical thinkers also know these opinions are not similarly valid. Some are 
poorly thought out, have weak support, or are totally off base. Informed opinions are well 
supported with thoughts, facts, illustrations, and personal experiences. Thinking critically is 
what leads to an informed opinion (Taylor and Copeland 7).   

a. plagiarized 
b. too general 
c. inaccurate 
d. acceptable 
 
9.  Critical thinkers are careful to assess both the evidence discovered through research and their 

own thoughts and opinions in order to detect faulty thinking caused by biased 
preconceptions. Although they respect others’ rights to opinions, critical thinkers understand 
that not all opinions are accurate or acceptable if they are not founded on strong support. 
Critical thinkers look for sufficient, accurate, and relevant support upon which to base their 
informed opinions (Taylor and Copeland 7). 

a. plagiarized 
b. too general 
c. inaccurate 
d. acceptable 
 
10. Which of the following quotes from the William Cronon essay “‘Only Connect . . .’: the 

Goals of a Liberal Education” would be acceptable? 

a. According to teacher and scholar William Cronon, “A liberal education is about gaining the 
power and the wisdom, the generosity and the freedom to connect” (30). 

b. Cronon says the word free “goes all the way back to the Sanskrit word rodhati” (27). 
c. “Liberal education is based on these values: it aspires to nurture the growth of human talent 

in the service of human freedom” (27). 
d. Cronon believes that liberally educated people “have the intellectual range and emotional 

generosity” to be open-minded about ways of looking at the world that differ from their own. 
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Chapter 2 
1.  Correct Answer:  

c. Leslie skims the reading first and then reads it more carefully a second time, highlighting 
the sentences that are major supports of the thesis. She looks up words she doesn’t know and 
marks passages that are unclear, so she can ask about them in class. 

 
2.  Correct Answer:  

a. The thesis presents the main point a writer wants to make about a subject and controls the 
action in a piece of writing. 

 
3.  Correct Answer:  

d. Nermina recalls one of her friends was in an accident because he was texting while 
driving and thinks the author of the article cites compelling research on the dangers of multi-
tasking. 

 
4.  Correct Answer:  

c. Desiree recalls reading that the World Health Organization is against paid organ donation 
because it victimizes the poor and vulnerable. 

 
4.  Correct Answer:  

c. It can help you break down and analyze a writer’s work. 
 
5.  Correct Answer:  

d. A summary should contain only main ideas, typically reducing the original work by 50 
percent. 

 
6.  Correct Answer:  

b. too general 
 
7.  Correct Answer:  

c. inaccurate 
 
8.  Correct Answer:  

a. plagiarized 
 
9.  Correct Answer:  

d. acceptable 
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10.  Correct Answer:  
a. According to teacher and scholar William Cronon, “A liberal education is about gaining 
the power and the wisdom, the generosity and the freedom to connect” (30). 

  


