
 

 

Copyright © 2021 Pearson Education, Inc. All rights reserved. 

6 

Module 2: The International System 
 

Fill-in-the-Blank Questions 

 

1) The structure of the international system allocates ________ among the actors within it. 

Answer: power 

Topic: The International System 

LO: 2.1 Identify the primary components of social systems and describe how they might interact to produce 

outcomes in the international system. 
Skill: Remember 

Difficulty: Easy 

 

2) The possession of a broader set of political goals distinguishes ________ from criminal organizations that use 

violence to generate profits in illicit markets. 

Answer: terrorists 

Topic: Prominent Actors in International Relations 

LO: 2.2 List some examples of prominent actors in the international system and the characteristics that differentiate 

them. 

Skill: Remember 

Difficulty: Easy 
 

3) The political structure of the international system is often characterized by the condition of ________. 

Answer: anarchy 

Topic: Strategic Dependence and the Challenges of Cooperating Under Anarchy 

LO: 2.4 Understand how the prisoner’s dilemma illustrates strategic dependence in the international system and 

some of the difficulties associated with sustaining cooperation among states. 

Skill: Remember 

Difficulty: Easy 

 

True/False Questions 

 

1) A hegemon is a significant economic enterprise that typically employs thousands of people across multiple 
countries. 

Answer: False 

Topic: Structure in the International System 

LO: 2.3 Differentiate types of structure and describe how they help shape outcomes in the international system. 

Skill: Remember 

Difficulty: Easy 

 

2) The equilibrium expectation in the prisoner’s dilemma is that the players will usually reach a cooperative 

agreement that leaves them both in a better situation. 

Answer: False 

Topic: Strategic Dependence and the Challenges of Cooperating Under Anarchy 
LO: 2.4 Understand how the prisoner’s dilemma illustrates strategic dependence in the international system and 

some of the difficulties associated with sustaining cooperation among states. 

Skill: Remember 

Difficulty: Easy 

 

Multiple-Choice Questions 

 

1) ________ are best described as the properties or arrangements that connect and order the actors in a system. 

A) Norms 

B) Capabilities 

C) Structures 

D) Materials 
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Answer: C 

Topic: The International System 

LO: 2.1 Identify the primary components of social systems and describe how they might interact to produce 

outcomes in the international system. 

Skill: Remember 
Difficulty: Easy 

 

2) A corporation may advocate for more relaxed laws about clean air initiatives, while an environmental activist 

group may want those same laws to be tightened. This example best demonstrates a potential variation in ________ 

that can help to differentiate actors in the international system. 

A) interests 

B) norms 

C) ideas 

D) powers 

Answer: A 

Topic: The International System 

LO: 2.1 Identify the primary components of social systems and describe how they might interact to produce 
outcomes in the international system. 

Skill: Understand 

Difficulty: Moderate 

 

3) The petroleum company BP can be best described as which of the following types of actors? 

A) multinational corporation 

B) domestic group 

C) nongovernmental organization 

D) great power 

Answer: A 

Topic: Prominent Actors in International Relations 
LO: 2.2 List some examples of prominent actors in the international system and the characteristics that differentiate 

them. 

Skill: Understand 

Difficulty: Easy 

 

4) A local government is considering implementing a law that will include significant fines for possessing open 

intoxicants in public. The political ability to direct the behavior of citizens like this best represents a government’s 

________ 

A) capabilities. 

B) sovereignty. 

C) authority. 

D) interests. 
Answer: C 

Topic: Prominent Actors in International Relations 

LO: 2.2 List some examples of prominent actors in the international system and the characteristics that differentiate 

them. 

Skill: Understand 

Difficulty: Moderate 

 

5) A state has begun diverting economic resources to increase the size of its military. In doing so, government 

leaders hope to leverage coercion threats to negotiate more favorable agreements with other states. This scenario 

best describes a state that is using its economic and military ________ to help achieve its goals. 

A) authority 
B) capabilities 

C) sovereignty 

D) interests 

Answer: B 

Topic: Prominent Actors in International Relations 
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LO: 2.2 List some examples of prominent actors in the international system and the characteristics that differentiate 

them. 

Skill: Understand 

Difficulty: Moderate 

 
6) The way a wealthy state treats an ally, as opposed to how it treats an enemy, can be best described as a(n) 

________ component of international structure.  

A) material 

B) authority 

C) normative 

D) ideational 

Answer: D 

Topic: Structure in the International System 

LO: 2.3 Differentiate types of structure and describe how they help shape outcomes in the international system. 

Skill: Understand 

Difficulty: Hard 

 
7) An international system without ________ may not be able to pressure governments into cutting tariffs, which 

can reduce global trade flows. 

A) an international organization 

B) multinational corporations 

C) a hegemon 

D) P5 states 

Answer: C 

Topic: Structure in the International System 

LO: 2.3 Differentiate types of structure and describe how they help shape outcomes in the international system. 

Skill: Remember 

Difficulty: Easy 
 

8) Without provocation, a state military has been attacking and confiscating the contents of all supply vehicles found 

traveling within its borders. Members of the international system would most likely view this act as a violation of 

________ 

A) authority. 

B) sovereignty. 

C) norms. 

D) domestic interests. 

Answer: C 

Topic: Structure in the International System 

LO: 2.3 Differentiate types of structure and describe how they help shape outcomes in the international system. 

Skill: Understand 
Difficulty: Moderate 

 

9) Two states are having difficulties negotiating a demilitarization agreement due to the lack of an international 

authority that can step in to enforce the agreement. This example best demonstrates the challenges posed by 

________ in the international system. 

A) a hegemon 

B) anarchy 

C) national interests 

D) military power 

Answer: B 

Topic: Strategic Dependence and the Challenges of Cooperating Under Anarchy 
LO: 2.4 Understand how the prisoner’s dilemma illustrates strategic dependence in the international system and 

some of the difficulties associated with sustaining cooperation among states. 

Skill: Understand 

Difficulty: Moderate 
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10) When the United States and Iran were negotiating the Iranian nuclear accord, there were multiple possible 

outcomes associated with the negotiations. If we had applied the prisoner’s dilemma model to the talks, which of the 

following equilibrium expectations would have been the most likely result? 

A) The states would have failed to reach an agreement due to restrictions imposed by an international organization. 

B) The states would have agreed, pending the addition of all P5 states to the agreement. 
C) The states would have agreed, contingent on the United Nations being assigned to enforce the agreement. 

D) The states would have failed to reach an agreement that met their respective interests. 

Answer: D 

Topic: Strategic Dependence and the Challenges of Cooperating Under Anarchy 

LO: 2.4 Understand how the prisoner’s dilemma illustrates strategic dependence in the international system and 

some of the difficulties associated with sustaining cooperation among states. 

Skill: Apply 

Difficulty: Hard 

 

Essay Questions 

 

1) Provide an example of a potential outcome that could occur in the international system. Provide examples of actor 
interests and capabilities and structural constraints that could influence this outcome. 

Answer: Examples of outcomes may vary, but could include the signing of a treaty or agreement, a decision to go to 

war, or the opening of a state to immigration or refugees. Interests are an actor’s goals. In the example of a treaty or 

agreement, both parties have their interests in mind when negotiating. One may want access to resources. Another 

may seek demilitarization. Capabilities are the military, political, and economic resources a state can draw on when 

bargaining or negotiating. The presence of a strong military or ability to provide economic resources could influence 

the negotiation of an agreement or treaty. Structural constraints are the set of properties or arrangements that connect 

and order the actors in a system. Accepted norms, laws, or the distribution of power or resources are structural 

constraints that can impact the signing of a treaty or agreement. 

Topic: The International System 

LO: 2.1 Identify the primary components of social systems and describe how they might interact to produce 
outcomes in the international system. 

Skill: Apply 

Difficulty: Hard 

 

2) List at least five of the different types of important actors in the international system and provide an example of 

each. 

Answer: All examples may vary. Examples of states include Brazil, Canada, France, Germany, South Africa, and 

Japan. Examples of great powers include China, France, Russia, and the United States. Examples of domestic groups 

include political parties, unions, religious groups, and business organizations. Examples of international 

organizations include the United Nations, the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, and the World Trade 

Organization. Examples of multinational corporations include Apple, Royal Dutch Shell, JPMorgan Chase, Toyota, 

and Microsoft. Examples of transnational activists (often associated with nongovernmental organizations) are 
individuals drawn from multiple countries to pressure multiple governments and organizations to respect human 

rights, coordinate and provide aid during disasters, and support refugees. Examples of nongovernmental 

organizations include Amnesty International, Doctors Without Borders, Greenpeace, and Oxfam. Examples of 

individuals include Barack Obama, Vladimir Putin, Warren Buffett, Donald Trump, and Sheryl Sandberg. 

Topic: Prominent Actors in International Relations 

LO: 2.2 List some examples of prominent actors in the international system and the characteristics that differentiate 

them. 

Skill: Apply 

Difficulty: Moderate 

 

3) Provide an example that demonstrates how material and ideational components of international structure could 
impact an outcome within the international system. 

Answer: Examples can vary, but the textbook uses the example of nuclear weapons. From a material perspective, 

possession of nuclear weapons is thought to strengthen national security. It minimizes the possibility of invasion by 

other states due to the risk of nuclear retaliation. This imposes a structural constraint on the behavior of states in the 

international system. The political interest, identity, or regime type of the state is irrelevant due to the absolute 
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nature of the nuclear weapon’s physical destructiveness. This leads all states to treat those possessing nuclear 

weapons differently. From an ideational perspective, states will likely treat allies who possess nuclear weapons 

differently than they would another state. When Iran tried to acquire nuclear weapons, the United States considered 

intervening. However, the United States views the United Kingdom’s possession of nuclear weapons differently 

since they are an ally who would likely use the weapon solely to protect themselves. These assessments and 
judgments regarding the national interests and identity of states—judgments rooted in ideational concepts like the 

presence or absence of shared social or cultural ties—might shape the political significance of nuclear weapons. 

Topic: Structure in the International System 

LO: 2.3 Differentiate types of structure and describe how they help shape outcomes in the international system. 

Skill: Apply 

Difficulty: Hard 

 

4) Define “hegemon.” Describe the influence that a hegemon can have within the international system. 

Answer: A hegemon is the most powerful state within the international system. The concentration of global 

economic wealth in this state is an essential component of international political structure. A hegemon can pressure 

other governments into reducing their tariff barriers to international trade by denying foreign exporters access to its 

domestic market. Accordingly, this concentration of economic power in the system can facilitate higher levels of 
international trade as the hegemon pressures other states to eliminate tariffs. Alternatively, the absence of a 

dominating state capable of pressuring other governments into cutting their tariffs can reduce global trade flows. 

Topic: Structure in the International System 

LO: 2.3 Differentiate types of structure and describe how they help shape outcomes in the international system. 

Skill: Understand 

Difficulty: Moderate 

 

5) Provide an example that highlights your understanding of anarchy as it pertains to the international system. 

Answer: Anarchy refers to the absence of a supranational organization that possesses authority over states. It is 

described as an important source of international political structure. In our international system, there is not an 

organization that can enforce agreements and punish states when they negotiate in bad faith or revoke their 
promises. Examples may vary, but one example would include the signing of the Iran nuclear accord. There were no 

repercussions for the United States when they backed out of the deal in 2018 because there was not an international 

organization that had the authority to punish them.  

Topic: Strategic Dependence and the Challenges of Cooperating Under Anarchy 

LO: 2.4 Understand how the prisoner’s dilemma illustrates strategic dependence in the international system and 

some of the difficulties associated with sustaining cooperation among states. 

Skill: Apply 

Difficulty: Hard 


