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COMPREHENSION QUIZZES: 

VOCABULARY AND CONTENT 

 

Introduction 
 
 
 

The quizzes have been designed and class-tested  to support a wide variety of teaching methods by furnishing 
you with prepared, editable supplementary  material that is a stimulating and effective teaching tool for all different 
types of students.   Used in conjunction  with The Prose Reader, these quizzes can substantially  help your students 
improve their understanding of the selections and of corresponding issues covered in class. 

 
One vocabulary and one content quiz are provided for each selection in The Prose Reader, with answers to each 

of the quizzes supplied at the end of this section.  Each vocabulary quiz focuses on six challenging words that have 
been selected  specifically  to expand  your students’  comprehension  of the essays  they read and to improve  their 
ability to understand and use words effectively.   The quizzes are especially useful in testing careful reading and in 
prompting discussions that demonstrate vocabulary in context.  Next to each vocabulary word, a paragraph reference 
is provided so students can look up the words in context as they answer each question. Each content quiz includes 
six questions sequenced to mirror the order of the questions in The Prose Reader. The primary goal of these questions 
is to encourage your students to reach valid conclusions and make accurate judgments as they read and respond to the 
essays. 

 
Regular use of these vocabulary and content quizzes will also promote careful reading, thereby improving your 

students’  reading  skills  and insuring  more  productive  in-class  discussions  on each essay  topic.   Quizzes  can be 
graded quickly and easily, either by you or by peer groups in class, and they can be used to diagnose individual 
student problems with vocabulary development, comprehension, or analytical thinking.  The vocabulary and content 
quizzes, which can be administered separately or as a set, also include the corresponding page numbers of the essay 
from The Prose Reader. 
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VOCABULARY QUIZ 
 
 

“Summer Rituals” — Ray Bradbury (pp. 54–59) 
 
 

NAME:    DATE:    

 
Choose the best definition for each word as it is used in the essay. 

 
1.  pontifical (para. 5) 

 
a.  dignified 
b.  massive 
c.  incredible 

 
2.  susurrant (para. 14) 

 
a.  murmuring 
b.  chattering 
c. crying 

 
3.  gingerly (para. 5) 

 
a.  quickly 
b.  secretively 
c.  carefully 

 
4.  slumberous (para. 14) 

 
a.  disturbing 
b.  enduring 
c. lulling 

 
5.  oblivious (para. 2) 

 
a.  attentive 
b.  adverse 
c.  indifferent 

 
6.  discern (para. 2) 

 
a.  discover 
b.  enjoy 
c.  strengthen 



Chapter 4: Description  

3 
Copyright © 2020, 2017, 2014 Pearson Education, Inc. All rights reserved. 

 

 

 

CONTENT QUIZ 
 
 

“Summer Rituals”— Ray Bradbury (pp. 54–59) 
 
 

NAME:    DATE:    

 
Choose the best answer to the following questions. 

 
1.  When does Grandfather decide to hang the porch swing? 

 
a.  when the weather is right 
b.  when the neighbors hang theirs 
c.  when Douglas asks him 

 
2.  On the front porch, Douglas’s family talked about politics, gossip, and the surroundings.  How 

important are these topics of conversation within Douglas’s family? 
 

a.  very important 
b.  somewhat important 
c.  insignificant 

 
3.  What does the author mean when he writes, “sitting on the summer-night porch was so good, so easy 

and so reassuring that it could never be done away with” (para. 13)? 
 

a.  that the swing was the reason the family stayed together 
b.  that the swing was part of a larger tradition 
c.  that the swing was very entertaining 

 
4.  What does the movement of the swing symbolize in this essay? 

 
a.  the ability of Grandfather to provide for Douglas’s family 
b.  the continuity in Douglas’s family life 
c.  the lack of structure in Douglas’s family life 

 
5.  Why does Bradbury refer to the swing as a “howdah” (a seat people sit on while riding on a large 

animal, like an elephant, during a procession)? 
 

a.  to reveal how silly this ritual is 
b.  to show how big the swing is 
c.  to indicate how momentous this occasion was 

 
6.  In this essay, how are the motion of the swing, the voices, the mosquitoes, and this family’s traditions 

related? 
 

a.  by the way Grandfather perceives them 
b.  by the way they are described to the reader as everlasting 
c.  by the way Douglas perceives them 
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VOCABULARY QUIZ 
 
 

“Notes from the Country Club” — Kimberly Wozencraft (pp. 60–72) 
 
 

NAME:    DATE:    

 
Choose the best definition for each word as it is used in the essay. 

 
1.  acronym (para. 1) 

 
a.  word formed from the first letters of other words 
b.  word used as a title 
c.  word created from a person’s name 

 
2.  microcosm (para. 4) 

 
a.  a universe or community represented in miniature 
b.  an important experience or trial 
c.  a narrow-minded view or opinion 

 
3.  compliance (para. 28) 

 
a.  ineffectiveness 
b.  achievement 
c.  obedience 

 
4.  equitable (para. 28) 

 
a.  unbiased 
b.  profitable 
c.  selective 

 
5.  oxymoron (para. 28) 

 
a.  words used together that have opposite meanings 
b.  words used together that have similar meanings 
c.  words used together that have the same meanings 

 
6.  deterrence (para. 18) 

 
a.  prevention 
b.  punishment 
c.  incapacity 
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CONTENT QUIZ 
 
 

“Notes from the Country Club” — Kimberly Wozencraft (pp. 60–72) 
 
 

NAME:    DATE:    

 
Choose the best answer to the following questions. 

 
1.  What is a hack? 

 
a.  a prison warden 
b.  a prison guard 
c.  a prison informer 

 
2.  Why was the author so fond of Shorty? 

 
a.  because she thought he was friendly and attractive 
b.  because she sympathized with his drug addiction 
c.  because he had not revealed a secret about her 

 
3.  What does the author mean by “selective prosecution” (para. 27)? 

 
a.  that certain criminals are prosecuted while others go free 
b.  that Lexington receives only select criminals 
c.  that she was wrongfully sentenced 

 
4.  Which of the following does the author believe is the function of prisons such as Lexington? 

 
a.  rehabilitating prisoners so that they can function within society 
b.  incapacitating and punishing offenders without rehabilitating them 
c.  allowing minor offenders to serve their sentences within a prison that caters to less violent offenders 

 
5.  What waste in the prison system is most disturbing to the author? 

 
a.  the waste of food, clothing, and other supplies furnished by the taxpayers’ money 
b.  the waste of her time because of a false accusation 
c.  the waste of human life and resources 

 
6.  What features of the prison system does Wozencraft believe would anger the taxpayers most? 

 
a.  that the inmates experience no real reform 
b.  that the inmates learn trades at the taxpayers’ expense 
c.  that the inmates are allowed to develop sexual relationships 
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VOCABULARY QUIZ 
 
 

“Total Eclipse” — Annie Dillard (pp. 72–77) 
 
 

NAME:    DATE:    

 
Choose the best definition for each word as it is used in the essay. 

 
1.  preamble (para. 1) 

 
a.        an introductory statement 
b.        a counterargument 
c.        a means of stating your opinion 

 
2.  waning (para. 4) 

 
a.        to increase in power 
b.  to even out the situation 
c.  to decrease in strength or power 

 
3.  indigo (para. 6) 

 
a.  a shade of a color, meaning with black or gray added 
b.  a greenish color 
c.        a color ranging from a deep violet blue to a dark, grayish blue 

 
4.  alpenglow (para. 6) 

 
a.        a reddish glow often seen over mountains just before sunrise or just after sunset 
b.  a color in the sky during a thunderstorm 
c.  a color often seen over the ocean at night 

 
5.  receding (para. 8) 

 
a.  to get closer  
b.  to retreat or become more distant 
c.        to search enthusiastically 

 
6.  einkorn wheat (para. 8) 

 
a.        a cornstalk  
b.        a wild species of wheat; one of the first plants to be cultivated by man 
c.        a kind of barley used in pizza making 
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CONTENT QUIZ 
 
 

“Total Eclipse” — Annie Dillard (pp. 72–77) 
  
 

NAME:    DATE:    

 
Choose the best answer to the following questions. 

 
1.  What event is the narrator witnessing during the essay? 

 
a.  a partial eclipse of the moon  
b.  a total eclipse of the sun 
c.  a partial eclipse of the sun 

 
2.  What was “wrong” about the grass during the eclipse? 

 
a.  the smell  
b.  the color  
c. the sound 

 
3.  What does the author mean when she says “Gary was light years away” (para. 8)? 

 
a.  the change in lighting during the eclipse made everything feel and look different and distant  
b.  he was an astronaut and was viewing the eclipse from space 
c.  he was viewing the eclipse from a different mountain 

 
4.  What is one difference between a partial and a total eclipse? 

 
a.  during a total eclipse the sky goes dark and during a partial eclipse it does not 
b.  nothing is different 
c.  a partial eclipse involves the sun and a total eclipse refers to the moon and stars 

 
5.  What does the author compare the world to during the eclipse? 

 
a.  an underwater land  
b.  another planet 
c.  an old photograph 

 
6.  Which of the five senses was most impacted for the author during the eclipse? 

 
a.  smell 
b.  sound  
c.  sight 
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VOCABULARY QUIZ 
 
 

“El Viejo” — Lillian Dìaz-Imbelli (pp. 77–86) 
 
 

NAME:    DATE:    

 
Choose the best definition for each word as it is used in the essay. 

 
1.  stoical (para. 1) 

 
a.  over-excited  
b.  cool and indifferent 
c.  somber and tearful 

 
2.  abuelo and abuela (para. 1) 

 
a.  aunt and uncle 
b.  strangers 
c.  grandfather and grandmother 

 
3.  juxtaposed (para. 5) 

 
a.  dismissing one option quickly 
b.  making a hasty decision 
c.  placing things side-by-side in order to compare them 

 
4.  saccharine (para. 7) 

 
a.  without emotion 
b.  exaggeratedly sweet or sentimental 
c.  fleeting sentiment, unimportant 

 
5.  El Cuco (para. 12) 

 
a.  a mythical monster in Spanish cultures similar to the boogeyman  
b.  Spanish for chicken 
c.  Uncle in Spanish cultures 

 
6.  indignantly (para. 13) 

 
a.  with anger and resentment 
b.  with wastefulness and malice 
c.  with greediness and hunger
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CONTENT QUIZ 
 
 

“El Viejo” — Lillian Dìaz-Imbelli (pp. 77–86) 
  
 

NAME:    DATE:    

 
Choose the best answer to the following questions. 

 
1.  What language is mixed with English in this essay? 

 
a.  Spanish 
b.  Latin  
c.  Russian 

 
2.  What did the author’s grandmother prepare for her husband each day? 

 
a.  a special coffee drink 
b.  traditional herbal tea 
c.  his favorite meal 

 
3.  Why did the men at the Bodega call the narrator’s grandfather “El Viejo”? 

 
a.  they liked to insult him 
b.  they respected and revered him for being wise 
c.  That was the name he took as an adult 

 
4.  Where in the continental United States did the family live? 

 
a.  New York City 
b.  Puerto Rico 
c.  Miami 

 
5.  What does the author mean when she says “Dinner was almost ritualistic” (para. 11)? 

 
a.  because they celebrate a person’s age with dances and food 
b.  because they never had the exact same meal twice 
c.  because they often had the same meal and ate the same way together joyously 

 
6.  Why does the author say her hands and her grandfather’s hands “complemented each other”  
 (paragraph 5)? 

 
a.  their hands looked very similar 
b.  they had a secret handshake  
c.    they were opposites in every way 
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VOCABULARY QUIZ 
 
 

“Mars” — NASA (pp. 86–91) 
 
 

NAME:    DATE:    

 
Choose the best definition for each word as it is used in the essay. 

 
1.  resembles (para. 1) 

 
a.  sounds like 
b.  feels like 
c.  looks like 

 
2.  crater (para. 5) 

 
a.  a tall ridge 
b.  a large hole in the ground 
c.  a flat plain 

 
3.  climate (para. 11) 

 
a.  temperature 
b.  weather 
c.  landscape 

 
4.  orbited (para. 9) 

 
a.  traveled around 
b.  climbed 
c.  scouted 

 
5.  rovers (para. 10) 

 
a.  spaceships 
b.  vehicles used to explore the surface of a planet 
c.  pirates 

 
6.  topography (para. 12) 

 
a.  weather patterns 
b.  land features 
c.  plants and trees 


