
Chapter 2 

What is Jazz? 

 

1. What two elements do most jazz styles share in common? 

 a. The absence of a steady tempo and rhythm 

 b. Improvisation and swing feeling 

 c. Completely preset parts and a straight-eighth note feel 

 d. The use of saxophones and a drum set 

Correct answer: b. Improvisation and swing feeling 
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2. When are jazz musicians doing when they improvise? 

 a. Making up the music as they go along 

 b. Performing preset melodies and solos learned from sheet music 

 c. Performing parts exactly as played on recordings 

 d. Trying to precisely recreate parts played at previous performances 

 Correct answer: a. Making up the music as they go along 
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 3. Music that is described as swinging tends to make the listener: 

  a. Sit still and relax 

  b. Dance, clap or tap their feet 

  c. Feel sad 

  d. Feel restless and agitated 

 Correct answer: b. Dance, clap or tap their feet 
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4. Which of the following help to create swing in the general sense? 

  a. Fast tempos and blues based musical patterns 

  b. Varying tempos and dynamics 

  c. Constant tempo, a cohesive group sound, rhythmic lilt and spirited   

      performances 

  d. The use of a drum set to keep time 

 Correct answer: c. Constant tempo, a cohesive group sound, rhythmic lilt and     

          spirited performances 
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5.  Which conditions create swing in the jazz sense? 

  a. The use of straight-eighth note patterns, fast tempos and                           

                improvised solos 

  b. The use of steady tempos and technically difficult musical parts 

  c. An abundance of long tones, soft musical passages, and the use of the        

      guitar 

  d. An abundance of syncopated rhythms, swing-eighth note patterns and    

                 a continuous rise and fall in tension  

Correct answer: d. An abundance of syncopated rhythms, swing-eighth note                             

                              patterns and a continuous rise and fall in tension  
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6.  The term “swing-eighth notes” refers to eighth notes that are: 



 a. Completely even in their duration and emphasis 

 b. Uneven in their duration and emphasis 

 c. Played faster as the music progresses 

 d. Louder as the soloist continues 

Correct answer: b. Uneven in their duration and emphasis  
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7. Which musical element is swing associated with? 

 a. Melody 

 b. Harmony 

 c. Rhythm 

 d. Instrumentation 

Correct answer: c. Rhythm 
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8.  Which of the following descriptions does not fit jazz music? 

 a. Music that is associated with the jazz tradition 

 b. Music that has swing feeling 

 c. Music with improvisation 

 d. Music that relies exclusively on composed parts  

Correct answer: d. Music that relies exclusively on composed parts  
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9. When most jazz groups improvise, they most often: 

 a. Play completely unstructured improvisations 

 b. Begin by playing a tune they all know, then improvise a new melody    

over the tune’s accompaniment chords before ending again with tune’s 

melody 

c. Decorate the tune by changing some of the rhythms or adding notes to it 

 d. Create the melody and the chord accompaniment on the spot 

Correct answer: b. Begin by playing a tune they all know, then improvise a new 

  melody over the tune’s accompaniment chords before ending 

  with the tune’s melody 
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10. Which of the following types of music does the concept of swing in the  

      general sense apply to? 

  a. Jazz music only  

  b. Jazz and classical music 

  c. Jazz, waltzes, polkas, flamenco and bluegrass 

  d. Classical and gypsy music 

 Correct answer: c. Jazz, waltzes, polkas, flamenco and bluegrass 
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 11. What does syncopation refer to? 

  a. Accenting notes that occur just before or right after the beat 

  b. Accenting notes that occur right on the beat 

  c. Playing notes that are held out for many beats 

  d. Short, unaccented notes which are used for accompaniment 

 Correct answer:  a. Accenting notes that occur just before or right after the beat 
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 12. Which description best matches the skill level and training of jazz?  

        musicians? 

  a. Untrained or self-taught folk musicians 

  b. Having less skill than blues or rock musicians 

  c. Versatile and highly trained musicians 

  d. Having an average level of musical training 

 Correct answer:  c. Versatile and highly trained musicians 
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13.  Why is most jazz not considered to be “popular” music? 

  a.  It represents a very small percentage of record sales  

b.  It makes little use of the guitar 

c.  It does not feature singers 

d.  It has no steady beat 

Correct answer: a.  It represents a very small percentage of record sales 
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14.  Which of the following elements does the typical jazz performance  

       feature? 

 a. Some preset elements and a large amount of improvisation 

 b. A small amount of improvisation and a large amount of preset elements 

 c. No improvisation at all 

 d. No preset elements 

Correct answer: a. Some preset elements and a large amount of improvisation 
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15. What is the role of the rhythm section? 

 a. To improvise solos underneath the main soloist 

 b. To play without a steady pulse 

 c. To improvise accompaniment and inspire the soloist 

 d. To play preset parts from sheet music 

Correct answer: c. To improvise accompaniment and inspire the soloist 

Page reference:  

 

16.  Compare and contrast two of the four defining views of jazz, explaining how 

each might exclude music included in the other. 
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17. Explain the difference between the concept of swing in the general sense, and 

swing in the jazz sense.  
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18. Give an explanation of why most jazz does not fall in to the category of 

popular music.   
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